August 27, 1941

Ur. S.ER1ice

Supervisor of Conservation
State Board of Conservation
Tallahessee, Flas

Dear Kr, Rice:

In connection with your form letter dated August 30, in ref=-
erence to 1081l-42 Wholesale Ssafood Dealers License,; we hav.
the following reprot to maekes

This business was reorganized in February of thls year. On
checking over our records, it seems to us that our former
manager was in error in applying for a Wholesale Seafood
Dealers Licenseefor this businesse. We cannot see, from our
interpretation of the law, wherein we are dealing, or ever
have dealt, in any product which might by any atrebch of
the imagination be construed as being "sea food" or even
ediblees In such cases as we furnish our customers with
living animals for aquaria, we sometimes include small
oysters, clams, and scallops, but inasmuch as they rarely
measure more than an inech in diamsber, and there only are
one or two to a shipment, it does not scem that this type
of shipment constitutes seafood.

We have had some correspondence, both as Zoological Research
Supply and as the Bass Biological Laboratory, with whom we

are affiliated, with your department in the pasi, and we

huve never been required to have any type of license to transport
or sell such products as we handle. From time to time we

sell horseshoe craba for research work in quantities of a
couple of dozen or,so.  These, almost without exception, are
the only large salt-water product we sell in quantlity. We .
sell the dwarf sea-horse sometimes in dogen lots. On the whole,
I do not suppose thot the weight of the salt-water products

we sell living in one year would amount to 100 pounds, and
practisally none of 1t could be considered edible, even if

it were sold in sufficient quantities.

We wish you would go into this matter further with us, and
clarify our position, as we are running the business on a
limited budget and do not wish to pay any unnecessary lees.

We supply sclentific specimens at very low prices, barely
covering our costs, and have diificulty in building up reserves
to run ons, Inasmuch as the bulk of our business is with rec-
ognized scientific institutions and research workers, it

seems that we should be exempt from payment of such fees as

are required of firms dealing irn commodities.



We are bringlng thls to your attantlon at this time in
order that we may know the situation before the expiration
of our present llicense.

e note in connection with the new permits, that it is
recommended that a tag be attached to each involce, as well
as affixed to the shipment itself. We have never done this
in the past, not knowing 1t was required. We do, howover,
place a permit tag on each contalner in each shipments i

The value of the fish ani marine animals we sell during a
year's time is so low that we doubt serlously if we mhke
$50 "profit"™ from the whole affalir, and still we are sup =~
poscd to take out a $50 license to carry on this business,
according to our former manager's attitude.

We can find no correspondence in our files relating to our
present permlt, and thus can find no explanation of our
manager's reasons for taking our such a permit in the first
Elace. All we have in our files 1s the Wholesale Secafoodf§
#aler's Permit, License Nos, 472 e

In connection with this matter, 1t furth:r occurs to us that
if your interpretation of the law is that our products are
included under its provisions, that our license should be &
retall license snd not a wholesale one. Less than 1% of our
sales are at wholesale, and these are not strictlywholesale
orders, bul merely retall orders forwarded to us for fillinge
This point also might be eclarified by your depertment for USe

We should appreciate having your decision in the matier as
soon as poasible, iIn order that we may make the necessary
arrangenientse

In conclusiong we may summarize the situaticn by saying that
inasmuch as we are a2 scientific institution, serving scientific
institutions and individvals, with living and preserved specimens
for sclentifiec study and research, we do not feel that our bre-
iness 1s included under the provisions of the law "requiring
wholesale and retail licenses to sell salt water fish or geafoods
of any kind", :

Very truly yours,
Zoological Research Supply

Morris Fraser, Mgr.
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