
~lr . S,. E. Rice 
Supervisor of Conservation 
Stu be Board of Conssrvation 
Ta'l'laha.ssee. J Fla. 

Dear r . Bicel 

Augus t 27, 1941 

I n connec t i on with your rGr m letter dated Au~st 30, in ref­
erence to 1:9&1 ... 42 fuo1esale Seafood alers icansa" 'Ie h ave 
tb.-e f ollowing reprot to ma.~e .. 

is businea s 'U1S reorga.ni zed in Febl'uary of this yea r . On 
che cki ng over our reeords~ it s eems t o us that our f'o ... ~ e1' 
manager was in error in a pplyi n g f o·r a olesale Sea.f ood 
LanIel'S Licenaeefar this business . Ole c am ot see, from our 
interpr etation of th~ l aw, wherein we ere dealing , or ever 
h a ve deal t , i n any product which might b~ any stret ch of' 
t he imaginati on be construed as being «,se \ f ood" or even 
edible . In s uoh c a ses as 'i8 f urnish our cllsto le.rs v/ith 
l iving animals f or- aquar i a , we s O:1 e t imea incl u de t:lmall 
oysters , clamp , id scallops , bu t i nasmuch as ~~ey rarely 
r.te asure more t han an i nch i n dlamter" ru: d "-lOre only are 
one or two t o a shipmen t , it does not s eem. tha t this type 
of ahi men.t c ons ti tutes seafood. 

Vie h a ve had so .• e corr-es.pon dence , both as Zoological. Research 
Supply and as the Bass Biologica1 La boratory , wi th rh om G 

a re a.r-f iliated , wi - .. y our d.e ar tmcn t in the pa .... t , and e 
h 'lve never been requi red t o have any type 0 lic en se t o transp.ort 
or sail s 1J.chproduc ts as \'1e handl e . ~oln tae to t L, e \7e ," 
sel l 'Lorseshoe crabs .for r es arch "ork in quem t i tics of a 
c ouple of doz en or,so. T ese , a1 ost lthout exce pti on, ana 
the on1~y large s al t - ater pr oduct VIC sell i n qu a:ntl t:1" ri e 
s e l l th.e dwarf aea- horse some ti:nes i n do zen lots . On the whole, 
I do not su ... pose th~ t the weight of the sal ti-water pI'oduc ts . 
we s el l living in one, year would &mount t o 100 pounds . and 
pr ac tlaa l 1y none o f I t could b$ c ona l dereded1ble" even 1..f 
1 t \'Te r e sold in s uf':rl c i ent quant i t i e.s. 

e wi sh you ' ould g o in to. this matte-r :fur ther w1 th us. and 
clarlf1 our position . a s we are· ~~~ing tae bus ines s on a 
l im! ted bu et and do no t wish to pay any unnecessary 1"ees,. 
We su pply selent i .fle s pec ime n s at ver-y l ow pr1ces . b arely 
cover1ng our cost s . and have di f f i culty i n building up reser ves 
t o Pi on. I nasmuch a.s the bulk of our business i s wi th 1'60-
ogniz'ed scientific i nsti tutions and I-6seareh workers . i t 
seems t h.a: t 11'6 shoul d be exempt fro payment of su ah fees a s 
are requi red of .firms dealing 1ri ·eommodl t ies . 
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Vie are br i ngi ng thi s to yow." att.a;mtion a t t h is til e in 
ord Ol" tha t 'Ie ay know the s1 tuation be f or e the explr at i:>n 
o f our pr esent l i cense . 

We n o t e i n connection vllth the ne~ perm.its" that i t is 
r a e en ded th t a t ag be attached to -e ach i n o~ce . a s well 
as affix ed to, the shipment 1 tself.. . e h a ve ne ver done thi s 
I n the past. n ot knowing 1 t vras req i r ed . e do , hOl over. 
: l ace a e r.mi t t ag ~n each cont ainer in oach shi pmen t . 

Th valu e of' th.e fi sh an;" marine animals we sell during a 
year t s t ime is a o l ow t ha t e doub t s eriously if Ie o aae 
\- '50 "prof1 t tl f'r om t he "lOl e at'fair , CL.. d sti ll we are s up -
pos e d to t ake ou t e. t.50 licen se t o ' carr yon this busln sa , 
ac cord g to our f'ormermanager! s attitude . 

''Ie c an f'ind no co):>1'e ~ondence 1.'1 our ['i l es r e latLlg to our 
pr esent er.al1 t Il and t hus c an f i n d n o explanati on of our 
lanuge t s r oas o s f or t akin our such a permi t in the fi r s t 

placo . Al l \1e hav e in our flIe s is t he \~ .101e80.10 ('!cafood 
l;eEll er ' s P !'mit, Lic ense No,., 472 . 

In c O.ancc t;l... Ii th this ~llattor , 1 t fur tlL r oc curs to us th. t 
if' your L'1.t €.r pretation of' the I n. ' is t hat our pr oducts are 
included under i ts provisions " t ha t our l icense s~ould be a 
r etail l i cense an not a wol e al e onc . Le s s then 1% of our 
sal e s a r e a t vhole s ale , and t hos e are oot s t r i ctIY':l holes~le 
ol"'der co I' but; er&~y retai l ord r s f or arded t o u s f or f _ll ing. 
This point also ig ... t be clarlf'ied by your epo.r~ ... ent f or us .. 

Ie should appreciat e h a v1n:, your dec i sion i n t h e matter as 
s oon an pos.sibl&~ in order tha t 'Ie may malt t he necess- ry 
arrangoolen ts • 

In conol ioni .e ay s arize t he situat i c:l by s aying t h a t 
ina s uch as '8 are a s c ientific ins t i tuti on .. serving s ci.en tifi c, 
i nstitut ions andindividuala, with l i ving and pr eserved sp&Ci meDB 
f or s clen tifi ·c s tudy and res earch . we do n:>t f e el. tha t oU.r ~~:­
iness I s include d under the pr ovisions of the la.w "requiring ", 
whole sale and. r e tai l . licenses to s e ll s alt wa t er f ish or sea ~OOd8 
of any k ind" . - b 

Very truly yours. 

Zool ogical Res earch Supply 

Morris Fraser" Mgr . 
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