Interim Report

Programmatic Report

Grantee: MarinelLab/Marine Resources Development Foundation
Contract Number: POR-2009-24

Project Title: Upper Keys Coral Reef Classroom

Report Period: 5/1/10 — 10/31/10 — 6 month report

Project Manager/Principle Investigator: Jessica Pulfer
“Deliverables:
Nine Coral Reef Classroom programs, each including a classroom and a field component, will be

conducted in the Upper Keys. A pre/post test will be used to evaluate student learning gains,
and teachers will complete a separate program evaluation.

Accomplishments:

Prior to actually receiving confirmation of the grant, MarinelLab staff met with Florida Keys
National Marine Sanctuary staff to integrate the existing Coral Reef Classroom program with
the existing Marinelab coral reef ecology & water quality programs. When funding was
authorized, MarinelLab staff were able to immediately implement the integrated program.

Three of the five Upper Keys Schools were able to participate in the Coral Reef Classroom
program during May, 2010.

Due to the tight timeline, the outreach programs were scheduled in April.

April 19 Coral Shores HS Alesa Rehman (2 environmental science classes)
April 23 Key Largo School Lisa Giles (3- g grade science classes)
April 27 Plantation Key School Deanna Adeeb (2 7" grade science classes),
Jim Enright (1 7the grade science class)
April 28 Key Largo School Tiffany Wheaton & Stephanie Pacheco (1 -alt. ed class)

Lisa Giles (2 — 8" grade science classes)
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Field trips were scheduled in May:

May 3 Key Largo School Alt Ed (27 students, 5 adults, 4 boats, 4 instructors)

May 10 Plantation Key School 7" grade (58 students, 6 adults, 6 boats, 6 instructors)
May 17 Key Largo School gt grade (53 students, 8 adults, 7 boats, 8 instructors)

May 18 Coral Shores HS Enviro Science class (18 students, 2 adults, 2 boats, 2 instructors)
May 19 Coral Shores HS Enviro Science class (20 students, 2 adults, 2 boats, 2 instructors)

Total number of students attending field trips: 176. Please note that we were prepared to
reach 200 students, but due to absences, not every student in the classrooms was able to
participate in both the outreach and field trip portions.

Total number of field trips (boats): 21

When Island Christian School was contacted, the science teacher informed us that they
preferred to do their field trip in the fall. Their trip is scheduled for November 3, 2010 and they
will use the 2 remaining boat trips from the grant. The Treasure Village Montessori School
never returned our calls.

Due to the differing nature of each school’s class period length, some of the students did water
quality testing practice in their own classroom, while the others did it as part of the field
experience.

Each student was given a pre- and post-test, and the teachers completed post-program
evaluations.

Due to the short turn around time, the water quality equipment purchased under grant
POR2009-18 was not available in time to use with the spring Coral Reef Classroom students.
However, the students completed their water quality testing using our existing equipment and
the YSI water quality meter loaned to us from Florida International University. The water
quality data was uploaded to the GLOBE database and teachers were informed about the
GLOBE program and how they could access the data if they wished.
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