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On behalf of the Executive Di rector, Dr. Robert F. Dunn, and 

members of the Board of Trustees, I also welcome you to our laboratory for 

this Symposium. 

You honor us by helping us celebrate our 30th Anniversary, for our 

laboratory was founded in 1955 at Placida, Florida and was then known as 

the Cape Haze Marine Laboratory, directed by Dr. Eugenie Clark. 

In 1960 the 1 aboratory moved to the south end of Si esta Key in 

Sarasota, and the story of the activities during the first ten years of its 

life is charmingly told in Dr. Clark's book, liThe Lady and the Sharks". 

Mr. William R. Mote became interested in the laboratory in 1965 at 

a time when the Cape Haze Marine Laboratory's budget was badly strained. 

He became its President in 1966, at which time Dr. Syl via Earle was the 

interim Director. 

Mr. Mote requested Dr. S.R. Galler, then Assistant Secretary for 

Science at the Smithsonian Institution, to convene an ad hoc committee to 

determi ne 

1) whether the CHML should continue to function, and 

2) if so, what its mission should be. .,. 

The Committee decided on its first day of deliberations that the CHML 

should continue, for it was the only marine laboratory on the west coast of 

Flori da between St. Petersburg and Key West, and the broad conti nenta 1 

shelf off Sarasota afforded great research opportunities. During the next 

two days the Committee decided that five broad programs of research should 

be pursued, including: 
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1) Microbiology 

2) Neurobiology and Biology 

3) Estuarine Ecology and Environmental Health 

4) Biology of Sharks 

5) Biomedical Studies. 

I agreed to serve as Interim Director for one year, and took a leave 

of absence from Cornell. After six months, the opportunities the 

laboratory presented were so enticing that I agreed to stay on as Executive 

Director, dividing my time between the CHML and Cornell and developing the 

five programs of research the ad hoc committee had recommended. 

During the following years the laboratory established informal 

affiliations with Cornell University and the National Institutes of Health. 

It att racted ei ght out standi ng res i dent sci ent i sts at the Ph. D. 1 eve 1, a 

competent backup staff, and a large contingent of visiting investigators 

who worked at the laboratory for periods of one week to six months. 

Early in my eleven-year tenure as Director the name of the 

1 aboratory was changed to honor its pres i dent, Will i am R. Mote, and the 

Experimental Shark . Facil ity was constructed with funds provi ded by the 

Office of Naval Research. During these eleven years, support for specific 

research projects at MML were funded by grants and contracts from 

individuals, private foundations, and governmental agencies. 

list of sponsors includes: 

National Institutes of Health 

National Science Foundation 

Office of Naval Research 

Environmental Protection Agency 
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National Aeronautics and Space Administration 

Smithsonian Institution 

National Audubon Society 

Sarasota County 

Florida State Legislature 

William G. and Marie Selby Foundation 

Theodore R. and Grayce Bartels Foundation 

Mote Scientific Foundation 

Other costs were defrayed by contributions, membership dues, and modest 

charges to visiting investigators. 

In 1975 it became cl ear that the property on whi ch the 1 aboratory 

was located was bei ng threatened by the northward movement of Mi dni ght 

Pass. A new site for the laboratory was generously provided on City Island 

by the City of Sarasota and the Arvida Corporation, and a drive for funding 

the construction of our new laboratory was underway. Many prominent 

Sarasota citizens organized a drive for supporting the construction, and 

several private foundations (notably, the Dougherty Foundation; the Dav i s 

Foundation; the Edyth Bush Foundation; and the Theodore and Grayce Bartels 

Foundation) and individuals generously supported the drive for ca. 

$1,000,000, three~quarters of which paid for the construction of the 

research laboratory and $250,000 for the planned Marine Science Center. 

In the spri ng of 1978 we moved into our new 1 aboratory, and on 

June 30 I retired as Executive Director. 

Dr. William H. Taft succeeded me, and during the 5-1/2 years he 

served as Director, he added five outstanding young Ph.D. scientists to the 

staff plus a group of staff biologists with the B.A. and M.A. degrees and a 

large contingent of technicians. Research was organized under two main 

divisions: 
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1) Marine Sciences Division, directed by Dr. Richard H. Pierce; 

2) Environmental Assessment Division, directed by Dr. Kumar Mahadevan. 

You will learn more about the important work of these divisions when you 

tour the laboratory. 

During Dr. Taft's tenure, the Mote Marine Foundation, headed now by 

Mr. Robert C. Liggitt and the Marine Science Center (our window to the 

public), headed by Ms. Susan Holderman, were established. 

Dr. Taft resigned in December 1983, and in 1984 while a Search 

Committee headed by Dr. S.R. Galler carefully screened 35 appl icants for 

the directorship, the operation of the laboratory was competently managed 

by Dr. Richard H. Pierce and Dr. Kumar Mahadevan. 

Dr. Robert F. Dunn, a distinguished neurobiologist from the 

University of Pittsburgh, was the Search Committee's final choice, and he 

assumed his duties as Director of MML in January 1985. He joins Mr. Mote, 

members of our Board of Trustees, and me in welcoming you to our 

1 aboratory. May your meetings here be fruitful and may your stay in 

Sarasota be a pleasant one. 

This greeting and brief history were presented on June 24,1985 at 

the opening session of the international symposium entitled, "Sensory 

Biology of Aquatic Animals", held at the Mote Marine Laboratory. .,. 
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